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A critical rereading of Tabatabai's Madrasi perspective on the
role of debate in the early centuries of Imamia

Mogtba Moradimaki*, Safdar Rajabzadeh 2, Mehdi Farmanian 3

Abstract: Debate is a conventional method for defending religious teachings,

emphasized in both verses and traditions. However, some contemporary religious
thinkers, such as Tabatabai Madrasi, selectively interpret certain traditions to argue
that debate did not hold significant status during the early centuries. They contend
that most Imamiya thinkers avoided debate in favor of quoting the hadiths of Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them). This research aims to examine and evaluate the
perspective of the Tabatabai school regarding the role of debate as presented in the
book "School in the Process of Evolution," utilizing verses and narrations through
a descriptive analytical method and a critical approach. The findings indicate that
the reasons put forth by the Tabatabai school for the low status of debate in the
early centuries—such as opposition to the teachings of the Qur'an and Hadith and
the application of prohibitive traditions—are not convincing. Conversely, there are
valid reasons supporting the high status of debate in those centuries, demonstrating
that debate was an accepted method among the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
and the narrations prohibiting debate should be understood within specific contexts.
Clearly, the outcome of this research can significantly contribute to promoting and
disseminating the culture of dialogue and debate with opponents in the
contemporary era .
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