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A New Approach to Understanding the Influence of the Imam's
Existential Levels on the Assessment of His Knowledge and Actions:
A Hadith Response to the Challenge of Contradicting the Imam's Act and
Knowledge of Martyrdom

Mohsen Rafat ?, Seyed Mohammad Ali Hejazi?

Abstract: The relationship between the Imam's knowledge and actions is a

significant issue within Shia belief. Historical narrations sometimes reveal apparent
contradictions between the actions of certain Imams and some Islamic principles,
such as the sanctity of suicide, particularly regarding their knowledge of martyrdom
and the circumstances surrounding it. The existing research lacks
comprehensiveness, highlighting the need for a coherent theory to resolve these
contradictions and align with Islamic religious and jurisprudential principles . This
study employs a descriptive-analytical method grounded in Shia traditions to address
the aforementioned conflict by exploring the relationship between the Imam's
existential levels and his knowledge and actions. The findings indicate that resolving
this conflict relies on understanding how the Imam's existential status influences the
interpretation of his knowledge and actions .Contrary to the views of some
researchers who argue that Imam Hussain's (a.s.) rise was solely based on divine light
and knowledge, it is essential to acknowledge that this knowledge can also be
demonstrated through conventional means. However, it remains challenging to
justify the martyrdom of certain Imams in relation to Imam Hussain's (a.s.) actions.
Specifically, the Imam's actions are not necessarily dictated by divine obligation but
rather by a human perspective of duty.
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