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An Analytical Examination of Swinburne's Theodicy of Divine
Justice and Its Critique from the Perspective of Imamiyyah
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Abstract: The problem of evil stands as one of the most significant and fundamental issues

in intellectual history, persistently engaging thinkers across diverse philosophical traditions. Its
importance is such that it has been termed "the cornerstone of atheism," with many atheistic
objections to God's existence and His absolute attributes originating from this very problem.
Richard Swinburne, a prominent figure in analytic philosophy and Christian theology,
addresses this problem through his theodicy of divine justice. Swinburne's approach—which
may be characterized as a "teleological theodicy of divine justice"—employs a free-will-based
defense to refute the logical problem of evil. He contends that a thorough understanding of evil
not only fails to negate God's existence but actually enhances and clarifies our comprehension
of the Divine. This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology with a critical
approach to examine Swinburne's theodicy, subsequently evaluating it through the lens of
Imamiyyah philosophical kalam. From this perspective, Swinbume's theodicy faces
substantive criticisms, including flawed attributions of responsibility, inadequate
epistemological explanations of evil, and unsatisfactory justifications for natural evil. These
challenges undermine the theory's coherence and completeness, significantly diminishing its
validity.
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