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A Critique of Nasser al-Kaffari's Views on Imams' Knowledge
of the Qur'an: An Analysis Based on Dual-Source References
Hossein Zare *, Ali Azizkhani %, Saeed Kazemi 3, Amir Hossein Pashaei

Abstract: One of the recent works criticizing Shi'a beliefs is "The Foundations
of the Shi'a Religion" (Ustl al-Din al-Imamityah al-Ithna 'Ashartyah) by Nasser bin
Abdullah bin Ali al-Qaffari, composed under the influence of Salafi and Wahhabi
ideologies. In this work, fundamental Shi'a doctrines concerning the Imams'
knowledge of the Qur'an - including their guardianship (wilayah), exclusive
understanding of Qur'anic knowledge, and the concepts of specification (takhsis)
and abrogation (naskh) through their narrations - have been misrepresented and
challenged.This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing
library research and documentation techniques, to examine and critically evaluate
al-Qaffari's objections through comparative analysis of both Shi'a and Sunni
sources. The findings demonstrate the baseless nature of al-Qaffari's doubts,
affirming that while Imam Ali (AS) and subsequent Imams possessed profound
knowledge of the Qur'an, such understanding is not exclusively limited to them.
Furthermore, the concept of Qur'anic specification through the Imams' narrations
neither implies denial of the Prophet's finality (khatamiyyah) nor suggests
alteration of Islamic law (sharT'ah).
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