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Criteria and Components for Validating Narrations in the Field
of Imamate in the Book "Abaqat al-Anwar
Ahmad Abedi ', Ali Allahbedashti ?*, Saeid Chehrenama 3

Abstract: Although reason plays an indispensable role in determining the general
features of the doctrine of Imamate, the identification of the true Imam ultimately depends
on the indications and confirmations provided by tradition. Abaqat al-Anwar is one of the
most significant works in the field of Imamate studies, offering rigorous and insightful
analyses of the documentation and implications of narrations cited in this domain. This study
was undertaken with the aim of identifying the methods and criteria for evaluating the
authenticity of narrations and reports within Imamate studies, and of establishing a
comprehensive methodology for this area of theological research. In addition to outlining
key factors involved in assessing the validity of narrations, it examines the approach adopted
by the author of Abaqgat al-Anwar in analyzing and critiquing these materials . Among the
notable findings of this research are: the influence of prior beliefs on the distortion of
narration content or the concealment of certain realities; strategies for critiquing and
analyzing narrations; methods used to weaken the credibility of Imamate-related reports;
approaches for restoring their validity; the analysis of narration authenticity based on the
characteristics of a given work; and the validation of narrations through external
corroborative evidence.
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