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An Analytical Reassessment of Intercession for Major Sinners:
The Zaydi School’s Perspective
Safdar Rejabzadeh ', Reza Keshavarz 2

Abstract: Intercession (Shafa'ah), as one of the foundational topics in Islamic theology, has

consistently garnered the attention of scholars and researchers across theological schools. Among
these, the Zaydi school (Zaydiyyah), by addressing the issue of intercession for major sinners
within its corpus—including theological, exegetical, and hadith-based works—has articulated a
distinctive perspective on this matter. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a critical
approach, this study examines the Zaydi viewpoints on intercession for those who commit major
sins. Zaydi scholars, drawing on Quranic verses, authentic narrations (riwayat), and rational
arguments, assert that intercession exclusively applies to believers who have attained the requisite
eligibility by abstaining from sin and returning to God. From their perspective, intercession is not
a universal phenomenon but a divine reward for individuals who embrace repentance (tawbah)
and righteous deeds. The findings of this research indicate that the Zaydi school, citing Quranic
verses emphasizing divine punishment for sinners and hadiths that restrict the scope of
intercession, reject the notion of the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) intercession being
universally applicable, particularly to perpetrators of major sins. They critique the concept of
unconditional intercession, arguing that such an approach would lead to detrimental
consequences, including undermining the motivation to abstain from sin, weakening the
foundations of faith, and compromising divine justice. Conversely, it can be argued that
intercession is contingent upon criteria such as “eligibility” (ahliyat) and “‘worthiness” (istihqaq)
in its recipients-conditions explicitly outlined in authentic narrations. Thus, intercession is not
absolute but is realized within a framework of specific stipulations, including repentance and the
rectification of one’s actions.
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