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Examining the Truth, Scope, and Evidence of the Infallibility of
the Prophet (PBUH) and the Possibility of Error Based on the
Apparent Meanings of Qur’anic Verses and Narrations
Mohammad Danesh Nahad © Mohammad Hassan Vakili ?*, Ali Rezaei Tehrani 3

Abstract: According to the well-known definition of ‘Ismah (infallibility) provided by later

theologians, there seems to be no room left to examine the possibility of the Prophets and saints
committing mistakes, as they define the infallible as one who is absolutely free from any kind of
error. Nevertheless, Qur’anic verses and narrations are replete with instances where mistakes and
errors have been attributed to Prophets and saints. This makes it essential to re-examine the reality of
infallibility and error, their categories, and their scope, in light of the explicit texts, so that the mistakes
and errors mentioned in the evidence may be interpreted correctly.In this study—through data
collection, analytical evaluation, and comparative examination of opinions—the concept of
infallibility and its different types are first explored, followed by an investigation into the nature of
error and its classifications, with the aim of clarifying the scope of the possibility of error based on
textual evidence. In the final stage, the evidences affirming the infallibility of the Prophet (PBUH)
found in Qur’anic verses and narrations are analyzed, along with their relationship to the doctrine of
prophetic and saintly infallibility. The findings of this research include several notable results :
Difference in Concepts — The notion of infallibility in Qur’anic verses and narrations differs from the
understanding expressed by later theologians, particularly in that infallibility from error and mistake
innon-religious matters is not explicitly stated . Religious Guidance Integrity — There is no possibility
of oversight or error in religious matters, as this would undermine the fundamental goal of the
prophetic and saintly mission, which is the spiritual and moral guidance of humankind . Textual
Evidence Categorization — Verses indicating the infallibility of the Prophet (PBUH) can be classified
into three broad categories : Verses indicating the Obligation of the Prophet, Verses mentioning
Error, Verses noting Ignorance. This categorization provides a more precise framework for
understanding the scope and limits of infallibility in relation to scriptural and narrational evidence.
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