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The theory of manifestation constitutes a crucial foundation for legitimizing
religious and spiritual leaders. Accordingly, this article examines how the theory
is interpreted in the Baha'1 Faith and in the spirituality of Sathya Sai Baba, and
evaluates the validity of these interpretations. Based on a library-based study
employing an analytical-critical method, the findings indicate that, although
manifestation (mazharlyyat) in Baha'i thought is regarded as a rank
corresponding to prophethood—such that all previous prophets are considered
divine manifestations and Baha’u’llah is regarded as the most recent messenger
in this succession—and although Sathya Sai Baba’s spirituality likewise presents
him as one of Visnu’s avataras or manifestations, destined to appear in three
distinct bodies and fulfill the role of a great savior, both interpretations ultimately
imply a form of union or indwelling (hultil) between a human being and God.
However, indwelling presupposes a relation applicable to bodies and accidents,
whereas God is neither a body nor an accident. Moreover, the union of two
essentially different entities is impossible, since the merger of realities whose
differences are intrinsic and irreducible is inconceivable and entails a
contradiction. Furthermore, in both systems, the theory of manifestation is
closely intertwined with the doctrine of reincarnation.
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