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Dimensions of the implication of the violation of Osama's army
on the obedience of the caliphs and the superiority of Imam Ali
Afaryn Qaimi, |, Mohammad Abbaszadh Jahromi, > Mohammad Barekat 3

Abstract: Proving the legitimacy of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) through various

approaches is regarded as a duty of every Shiite. One of these approaches is to compare the
obedience shown by the caliphs with the abundance of virtues possessed by Imam Ali (peace be
upon him). Among such instances of obedience is the historical episode of the violation
committed by a number of Companions regarding the army of Usamah, along with its
consequences. The present article, employing a documented library-based method combined with
an analytical-explanatory approach, aims to examine and clarify how the violation of the
Prophet’s order concerning the army of Usamah reflects on the obedience of the caliphs and, in
turn, demonstrates the superiority of Imam Ali (peace be upon him). This violation was rooted
both in the worldview and inclinations of the violators on the one hand, and in their motives and
objectives on the other. The ijtihad in opposition to the explicit text of the Prophet’s command
regarding the army of Usamah not only resulted in their retum to Medina, but also led to
preventing the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) from obtaining a tablet and pen (to
record his will), and culminated in the gathering at Saqifah for the usurpation of the caliphate. This
particular historical incident became a divisive turning point for the Muslim community and a
departure from the rightful course of succession. From this perspective, such conduct constitutes
“obedience” to the caliphs, but at the same time implicitly indicates a violation of the explicit
instruction of the Holy Qur’an regarding unconditional obedience to the Prophet—an obligation
that is fundamentally linked to the legitimacy of the caliphate. Indeed, the legitimacy of any caliph
is contingent upon the absolute obedience owed to the Prophet’s appointed successor.Imam Ali
(peace be upon him), however, consistently demonstrated this complete submission across all
circumstances, including in relation to the army of Usamah. From the outset, he was exempted
from serving in that expedition, and unlike the senior Companions who resisted, he was never
placed under the banner of the young commander Usamah, thereby reaffirming his distinction
and rightful position.
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