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Understanding the nature of immortality has long been a central concern for
scholars of theology and philosophy. Undoubtedly, any analysis of the reality of
resurrection depends on an ontological account of the reality of human existence.
The present study, adopting an analytical approach, seeks to clarify the nature of
immortality based on the ontology of human reality. After explaining the various
theories concerning the reality of the human being and presenting different
conceptions of immortality based on these theories, the study examines and
critiques them. It then analyzes the human being as an entity composed of an
elemental body, a corporeal body, and a rational soul. Regarding the emergence
of the human being, it argues that, under the divine lordship of the Almighty, the
corporeal substance—possessing the potential for intensified material motion—
undergoes evolution. Through the formation of this corporeal substance in the
imaginal form and structure of the human being, it reaches the level of the
rational soul. Alongside this essential evolution of the corporeal substance in the
human form, the limbs and the elemental body come into existence through
nutrition, growth, and development. The findings of this study indicate that the
true human body is the corporeal body, not the elemental body. The elemental
body is merely a manifestation of the corporeal body and has no share in the
reality of the human being. Moreover, the union of the soul with the corporeal
body is a unitive composition. Therefore, resurrection is corporeal-spiritual, not
elemental-physical. The final part of the study compares the selected view with
that of Sadr al-Muta’allihin Shirazi
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