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Reported attributes are among the most challenging issues in Islamic theology
and kalam. They have consistently attracted the attention of Qur’anic exegetes
and Muslim theologians and have occupied extensive discussions in theological
and exegetical works. The present study aims to clarify the concept of the
reported attribute of “wrath” (ghadab) and to distinguish it from its human
meaning. Using an analytical-comparative method, it examines the concept of
“wrath” in Qur’anic verses. An investigation of the term ghadab in lexical
sources, an analysis of Qur’anic verses containing this term, and a critical review
of the views of the most prominent exegetes of both Islamic traditions—from al-
TabarT to Ayatollah Javadi Amoli—across various theological schools indicate
that most commentators interpret “wrath” as divine will and the sending down
of affliction, punishment, retribution, displeasure, torment, vengeance, harm,
and the infliction of what is detested. Other meanings accepted by exegetes
include humiliation in this world and the Hereafter, divine curse, deserving
banishment and distance from God’s mercy, deprivation of divine favor,
overpowering force, and veiling. However, the most comprehensive view—one
that encompasses all other interpretations and conveys a meaning befitting God’s
majesty, justice, and perfect wisdom—is “God’s active subjugation”; that is, the
manifestation of His wise will in confronting corruption and sin. This meaning
is applicable to the sixteen Qur’anic verses that refer to God’s wrath and allows
each instance to be interpreted in accordance with its context and the gravity of
the sinner’s offense. Furthermore, a precise examination of the verses reveals
that God’s wrath is neither initial nor directed merely at personal sins; rather, it
is always retributive and manifests in response to morally reprehensible acts that
have social consequences.
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