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The articulation of the categories of image, model, concept, and theory is
essential for understanding Salliec McFague’s theological method. McFague
introduces image, model, concept, and theory as stages in the process of creating
language about God. An image is a specific proposed instance that serves as a
means of theological interpretation in relation to the word and speech about God,
while a model is formed from a number of generalized images. Furthermore, the
entire system of images, models, and concepts can be related both to one another
and to other models, and this system can be applied to a wider range of topics at
the level of theory. Although McFague employs this process in a more general
sense, setting aside the specific form of interpreting language about God and
applying this approach to other fields, she provides relatively few specific
references to this process. The four categories, especially image and model, are
expanded, and the terms image, model, concept, and theory function as
designations for specific roles and functions within her methodological scheme.
They are more like roles in a play that may be performed by different actors.
This article examines each of these basic categories and the way McFague
employs them in her theology, particularly in relation to the understanding of
metaphorical theology and the Christian tradition. It seeks to clarify their
purpose and application from McFague’s perspective, not only by considering
her understanding of the nature of each category, but also by showing how, in
her view, they should be interrelated.
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