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The present study analyzes the rule of lutf (divine grace or favor) within the
framework of theological inference. The aim of this paper is to demonstrate the
necessity of adopting a methodical approach to theological inference and to
propose an inferential model for it. To achieve this aim, the study employs a
descriptive-analytical method based on instructional analysis. This approach not
only presents the author’s preferred conclusion but also examines the possible
outcomes that follow from different foundational assumptions, thereby
contributing to the scientific development of the reader and illustrating the
process of theological ijtihad. The findings of the research show that nine
hypotheses can be formulated regarding the possible outcomes of the proposed
stages of inference. Among these hypotheses, the present article accepts the
seventh hypothesis as the correct position. According to this hypothesis, the
application of a primary principle in matters of belief is accepted; however, the
implications of the rules opposing that principle, as discussed in the second
stage, are not accepted. Consequently, there is no need to discuss the
qualifications and restrictions related to those rules. The specific evidence
presented for the obligation of lutf is also rejected. Likewise, the rules discussed
in the fifth stage, which accord with the primary principle, are not accepted, and
the specific evidence presented in the seventh stage for the non-obligation of lutf
is also refuted. As a result, the arguments advanced for both views—namely, the
obligation of lutf and its non-obligation—are found to be inconclusive. Due to
the absence of definitive proof, the final judgment is made on the basis of the
primary principle; accordingly, lutf is not deemed obligatory upon God.
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